
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Filter  
Nancy Caiger Gallery  
7 – 31 May 
 
Filter combines the work of nine artists from different backgrounds who blend 
materials, techniques and conceptual frameworks that challenge the boundaries of 
artistic expression and reflect both the literal and metaphorical aspects of mixed 
media art. Each artist explores the constraints and possibilities of media, form and 
meaning and invites the viewer to engage with the tangible materiality of each work. 
Crossing the conventional boundaries of their chosen media, combining ideas in 
unique ways to create multifaceted works in inventive and unexpected ways. 
 
Filter invites the viewer to consider their understanding of ‘mixed media’, pushing 
them to examine how materiality and meaning intersect. The exhibition explores 
concepts of identity, connection, nature and landscape, brought together with a 
combination of painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, ceramics, textiles and 
printmaking. By layering visual and narrative elements, these works challenge 
viewers to interpret and engage with the multifaceted themes. 
 
Katie Blundell 
Caroline Burton 
Susan Ewen 
Tatiana Harper 
Bob Kay 
Mei Ling Lee 
Sophie Prendergast 
Grace Thresher (curator) 
Carlos Vano  
 

 

 

 



 

List of Works 
 

1. Susan Ewen 
Kahikatea II 
Mixed media on paper with 

custom framing 

600 x 400mm 

$790 

 

2. Susan Ewen 
Kahikatea I 
Mixed media on stretched 
cotton canvas 
1200 x 900mm 
$1790 

 

3. Grace Thresher  
Tide Line 
Ceramics  
Various - 500 x 400 
$1950 

 

4. Carlos Vano 
Rose Tinted Glasses  
Digital Print and Vinyl Decal 
440 x 600mm 

$400 
 

5. Carlos Vano 
I Never Thought You Would 
Ask About Me 
Digital Print 
440 x 600mm 

$400 
 

6. Sophie Prendergast  
The Great Escape 2 (White House 
with Red Door)  
Reclaimed timber, alpine schist  
400 x 150mm  
$590 

 

 

7. Sophie Prendergast  
The Great Escape 1 (Blue House) 
Reclaimed timber, alpine schist  
400 x 150mm  
$590 
 

8. Mei Ling Lee  
Jelly Bean Pudding  
Embroidery threads, plywood 
frame, bamboo hoop, acrylic yarn 
230mm diameter 
$450 

 

9. Mei Ling Lee 
Black Bean Pudding 
Embroidery threads, plywood 
frame, bamboo hoop, acrylic yarn 
230mm diameter 
$450 
 

10. Mei Ling Lee 
Red Bean Pudding 
Embroidery threads, plywood 
frame, bamboo hoop, acrylic yarn 
230mm diameter 
$450 

 

11. Bob Kay  
Left to right: Nature Finds a Way, 
Water Meter Covers - Blue, White, 
Purple and Yellow 
Ceramic glazed and mixed media 
230 x 150mm 
$175 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

12. Bob Kay  
Nature Finds a Way, Water Meter 
Cover with Flowers Breaking 
Through 
Ceramic glazed 
230 150mm 
$180  
 

13. Bob Kay  
Nature Finds a Way, Emerging 
Daisy Group 
Paperclay ceramic with glaze 
220mm diameter 
$175 
 

14. Bob Kay  
Nature Finds a Way, Purple Flower 
Breaking Through  
Ceramic glazed 
110 x 80mm 
$120 

 

15. Bob Kay 
Nature finds a Way, Single Daisy 
Among Stones 
Ceramic glazed 
110 x 80mm  
$120 
 

16. Sophie Prendergast  
Post-It Note 1, 2, 3   
Rimu, Matai 
210 x 180mm 
$195 each 
 

17. Caroline Burton 
Resourced 1 
Oil and acrylic on canvas 
430 x 430 x 50mm 
$600 
 
 

 
 
 

18. $600 Caroline Burton  
Resourced 2 
Oil and acrylic on canvas 
430 x 430 x 50mm 
$600 
 

19. Susan Ewen 
Kahikatea - The Clearances 
Oil, charcoal and kahikatea ash on 

board 

600 x 800mm 

$1090 

 

20. Tatiana Harper 
Missing You 1, 2, 3    
Analog B&W Photos with Golden 
Acrylic Pen Details. A4 Framed 
Print, Ilford Fine Art Smooth Paper 
210 x 180mm 
$200 each 
 

21. Caroline Burton 
Wairua Tapu - The Close 
Companion 
NZ Merino wool, silk fibre 
800 x 800 x 50mm 
$1,500 
 

22. Grace Thresher 
From the Depths 
Print, acrylic, collage, embroidery, 
ceramics in custom float frame 
530 x 410 x 35mm  
$550 
 

23. Grace Thresher  
Filter Through 
Print, acrylic, collage, embroidery, 
ceramics in custom float frame 
530 x 410 x 35mm  
$550



 

24. Katie Blundell 
Series left to right: New Leaf, 
Watching Plants Grow, 
Centred, Stop The Car, 
Picking, Garden To Table 
Flashe acrylic paint on carved 
wood 
600 x 500mm 
$3000 each 
 

25. Caroline Burton 
The Earth, Hung on Nothing 
NZ Merino wool, silk fibre 
1200 x 1200 x 50mm 
$3,100 
 

26. Bob Kay  
Nature Finds a Way, Cracked 
Path with Emerging Plants 
Mixed media, ceramic 
200mm diameter 
$190 
  

27. Grace Thresher 
Calcified 
Glazed ceramic 
220 x 170 x 70mm  
$200 
 

28. Grace Thresher  
Glacial 
Glazed ceramics 
200 x 180mm  
$130 set of 5 
 

29. Susan Ewen 
Kahikatea Forest 
Mixed media on linen 
600 x 800mm  
$1690 
 

 



Artist Bios 
 

Katie Blundell 

 

Katie Blundell is a multimedia artist with a Master’s degree from Elam School of Fine 

Arts, University of Auckland, majoring in Printmaking. She is influenced by Abstract 

Expressionism and theorist Carl Jung’s concept of the ‘collective unconscious,’ 

focusing on the human experience. Her work is both personal and universal, which 

attracts collectors both in New Zealand and abroad. From her Gallery and Studio in 

Clevedon, Auckland, she creates, exhibits, and teaches.  

Blundell’s work has been selected for numerous art awards: the 28th Annual Wallace 

Prize, 2019; the Walker and Hall Award, 2021; the Adam Portraiture Award, 2022; 

and most recently in 2023 she was a finalist in the New Zealand Paint and 

Printmaking Awards.  

Since childhood Blundell was surrounded by nature and knew innately that growing 

plants and food was important to her family. Her mother was a keen gardener and 

her father an orchardist. She learnt to admire her Mum’s Buxus hedge and the care 

she took in nurturing through its slow growth. Blundell recalls trying to console her 

father when it hailed on his precious fruit crop, after his endless efforts. She saw first-

hand the symbiotic partnership with nature, but also the knowledge and 

understanding that nature is powerful and should never be taken for granted. 

Bringing these observations to life in her studio, Blundell uses a method she calls 

‘Relief Painting' which combines her love of Printmaking and painting, to create 

unique, carved pieces. The works are raw, you can see each individual carved, 

intentional line and groove. This organic style leans into and depicts the flaws and 

vulnerabilities of humans, as part of nature. The marks we make on the land, sewing 

crops and folding the soil. 

 

www.katieblundellartist.com 

www.instagram.com/katieblundellartist 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Caroline Burton 

 

Caroline Burton resides in Tāmaki Makaurau, Auckland, where she creates abstract 

artworks using a range of mediums, including wool, silk fibres, paint, print and stitch. 

Burton’s artwork explores relationships between the physical world and spiritual 

experience. Often drawing on her background in mineral process engineering and 

interest in geological forms, she works intuitively to give body to the unseen world as 

she perceives it, expressing a curiosity toward our role in the dynamic between the 

physical and the intangible. Through materiality and ethereal form, her work suggests 

the potential for us to gain greater awareness of the intersection between the two. 

Burton has exhibited throughout Aotearoa, including the Estuary Arts and Ecology 

Award Finalists Exhibition, the Walker and Hall Waiheke Art Awards, Finalists 

Exhibition, and a number of solo and group exhibitions. 

On her artistic journey, Caroline has discovered a need not only to express her own 

innate creativity but also to encourage others to discover and nurture their own. This 

has led her to become actively involved in projects which foster the arts in her local 

area. She is also privileged to support her local arts community in her role as Venue 

Lead, Arts at Franklin Arts Centre. 

 

www.carolineburton.art 

www.instagram.com/caroline.burton.art 

 

Susan Ewen 

 

‘The real discovery consists not in seeking new landscapes but in having new eyes.’ - 

Marcel Proust It is the role of the artist to notice, to look, to interpret and create 

something of a record. In this way the artist becomes an intermediary between 

nature and humans. Susan’s art is centred on a stand of Kahikatea, which is a 

remnant of the old order of undisturbed natural environments. I am ‘returning’ to 

nature and taking a close-up view of the surfaces, koroi and the form of these trees. 

Following on from a life of creativity and teaching art, Susan completed a PGDip FA 

and MFA Elam 2022-2024. She found it a transformative experience, leading to a 

greater awareness of the organic and inorganic environment. As a result, her current 

work is about the life of trees as well as cycles of growth and decay. 

 

www.susanewen.co.nz 

susanewen@gmail.com 



Tatiana Harper 

 

Tatiana Harper is a New Zealand-based photographer originally from Latvia. 

Immersed in photography since childhood, she began developing her own film at the 

age of 11 in her family’s home darkroom. Working exclusively with natural light, 

Tatiana’s practice is rooted in analogue, documentary-style photography. In her 

recent work, she explores mixed media by combining analogue photographs with 

acrylic gold paint, creating pieces that reflect both intimacy and transformation. Her 

work captures quiet, everyday moments—elevated through texture, light, and the 

reflective quality of gold. 

About Tatiana’s work: ‘In every corner of our city, memories weave together, 

revealing glimpses of my mum. Each familiar place stirs feelings of love and warmth, 

as her presence lingers in everyday moments. These invisible golden threads connect 

us, reminding me that despite her absence, her spirit remains a part of my journey. 

Missing you...’ 

 

www.tatianaharperphotography.co.nz 

www.instagram.com/tatianaharperphotography 

 

Bob Kay  

 

Bob has been working with clay for over 30 years. During that time, he has made 

hundreds of practical domestic ware pieces, as well as artistic one-off objects. He 

loves hand-building with clay, where every piece has its own individual character and 

reflects its maker. His art is influenced by everything he sees, from water meter 

covers to natural forms and patterns. Currently his prime inspiration is nature, 

especially flowers.  

Bob sells his work through craft shops, markets and exhibitions.  He loves to 

encourage individual creativity by teaching small groups. Bob’s works in this 

exhibition reflects his love for flowers and his respect for the incredible resilience of 

nature. 

 

www.instagram.com/bobkay44 

bobkay44@gmail.com 

 

 

 



Mei Ling Lee  

 

Mei Ling is an artist who addresses the act of preservation by creating a visual 

language to tell a personal story. Her BFA from Elam, Auckland and MFA from RMIT, 

Melbourne provided her with opportunities to make art in many mediums: film, 

sculpture, painting, book design, drawing, assemblage and mosaics. 

Her embroidered felines serve as both tribute and archive, preserving the presence of 

cats she has known and the quiet narratives they embody. Embroidery, like memory, 

is slow and deliberate, a process of holding onto what might otherwise be lost. 

These works are an act of preservation, each stitched line is a record of the past and 

present into fabric, much like how we weave personal archives from everyday objects 

and photographs. Through thread, Mei Ling reimagines these creatures as lasting 

imprints, what we choose to keep, and the stories that continue to live within us. 

 

www.meilinglee.org 

www.instagram.com/meilingnz 

 

Sophie Prendergast 

 

Sophie’s work reflects her interest in heritage houses and buildings and how they 

have shaped the way New Zealanders have lived for generations. She salvages 

materials from old Villas and Bungalows throughout Auckland which are soon to be 

demolished, making way for modern housing developments.  

These developments are a solution, endeavouring to meet the demands of 

population growth and housing demand. The harsh reality is an apartment block or 

duplex is a far more efficient way of catering to the housing crisis than a single villa or 

bungalow. “It saddens me that we are losing our historical buildings, I feel it is my 

duty to recycle, salvage, restore and give new life to these native materials that 

would otherwise end up as landfill.” Using restored weatherboards and floorboards, 

her work resembles a snapshot of a traditional weatherboard house; we have seen 

throughout New Zealand and an example of our history. Working with and preserving 

our historical homes here in New Zealand will forever be a project for Sophie as an 

artist. Reusing, recycling, and reimagining how these materials can be used is 

something she will always be passionate about. 

 

www.shopsophiejoyprendergast.com 

www.instagram.com/sjp.artist 



Grace Thresher 

 

Grace Thresher is a contemporary artist and curator, with a Bachelor of Fine Arts - 

Elam University of Auckland, 2014. Currently living and working in Auckland, New 

Zealand.  

Grace works with a variety of media including painting, drawing, ceramics, mixed 

media print and collage. Her creative inspiration comes from nature and her aim with 

each piece is to bring out the precision, detail and layers she sees, encouraging the 

observer to similarly lose themselves in the viewing experience.  

Through her work, Grace aims to express the movement and feeling of nature’s ever 

evolving, breathing, changing splendour. Bringing particular attention to the details, 

intricacies and textures within natural forms. Grace’s practice is driven by a love of 

line and colour, in aquatic and terrestrial life. This series displayed in the exhibition 

‘Filter’ delves into intuitive process and experimentation. Emphasising the use of 

media, colour and form. Grace regularly exhibits individually and as part of group 

exhibitions and currently works as an Arts Programmer/Curator for Auckland Council, 

managing South Galleries Franklin Arts Centre and Papakura Art Gallery. 

 

www.gracethresher.com 

www.instagram.com/gracethresher 

 

Carlos Vano 

 

Carlos Vano is a Cook Island contemporary artist based in West Auckland. His work 

explores the line between written practice and visual presentation. Employing 

writing, print, mark making and decals he works through his personal observations. 

He actively critiques and develops his work in conversation with fellow artists. 

Although an emerging artist, elements of his practice have solidified as foundations. 

His current focus is on the multi-layered experiences of working in a gallery setting 

and personal experiences.  

Carlos has shown at; Scott Lawrie, Nathan Homestead, Māngere Arts Centre, West 

Coast Gallery, Lake House Arts Centre and Upstairs Gallery. 

 

www.upstairs.org.nz/our-team 

carlostoalii@yahoo.co.nz 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event information www.themeteor.co.nz/event/filter 

 

To purchase artworks please talk to the gallery. 
For commission enquiries please contact the artist directly.  
 

 


